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THIS  IS  THE  ORAL  HISTORY  RESEARCH  OFFICE  OF  MEMPHIS  STATE  UNIVERSITY. 
THIS  PROJECT  IS  THE  "WINFIELD  DUNN  GUBERNATORIAL  CAMPAIGN  AND  ADMIN- 
ISTRATION."  THE  INTERVIEW  IS  WITH  MR.  GROVER  L.  TRENT.   THE  PLACE 
IS  KINGSTON,  TENNESSEE.   THE  DATE  IS  APRIL  19,  1977.   THE  INTERVIEW 
IS  BY  DR.  CHARLES  W.  CRAWFORD,  DIRECTOR  OF  THE  ORAL  HISTORY  RESEARCH 
OFFICE  OF  MEMPHIS  STATE  UNIVERSITY.   TRANSCRIBED  BY  BETTY  WILLIAMS. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  Mr.  Trent,  let's  start  with  some  biographical 

information  about  you,  beginning  with  where 
and  when  you  were  born,  and  any  information  about  your  parents  you 
wish  to  give,  and  then  we'll  proceed  up  to  the  point  at  which  you 
met  Winfield  Dunn. 

MR.  TRENT:  All  right.   I  was  born  in  Hancock  County,  Ten- 

nessee February  28,  1925.  We  later  moved  to 
Morristown,  Tennessee.  My  parents  were  farmers  and  after  completing 
high  school  at  Whitesburg,  Tennessee  I  went  into  the  life  insurance 
business.  I  was  in  the  life  insurance  business  for  about  25  years. 
During  that  time  I  quit  for  two  years  and  went  with  my  brother  into 
the  real  estate  business. 

I  was  with  Home  Beneficial  Life  Insurance  Company  as  an  agent. 
I  was  with  Lincoln  Income  Life  as  a  staff  manager,  district  manager 
and  regional  representative  in  charge  of  six  states.   I  was  trans- 
ferred to  Roane  County  as  district  manager  in  charge  of  the  Lincoln 
Income  office.   I  did  this  for  about  10  years.   Then  I  decided  to  go 


back  into  the  real  estate  business  with  Trent  Real  Estate  Company. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  That  is  the  company  with  which  you  are  asso- 

ciated with  now? 
MR.  TRENT:  Right.   Then  one  day  in  what  year  was  it  that 

he  (Winfield  Dunn)  ran  for  governor? 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  Nineteen  seventy. 

MR.  TRENT:  Nineteen  seventy.   My  brother  called  me  and  he 

said,  "Grover,  I  talked  to  the  next  governor 
of  Tennessee,  the  other  day." 
I  said,  "Who  was  it?" 
He  said,  "Winfield  Dunn." 
I  said,  "I  never  heard  of  him!" 

He  said,  "Well,  you  will  hear  of  him  because  I  want  you  to  go 
talk  to  him  and  he'll  convince  you  if  you  talk  to  him  for  30  minutes. 
He'll  convince  you  that  he  is  going  to  be  the  next  governor  of  Tennes- 
see."  So  he  invited  me  to  go  to  Nashville  with  him  for  the  formal 
opening  of  the  campaign.   We  went  down  there  and  met  with  Winfield  in 
the  motel  and  talked  to  him  about  30  minutes  and  I, like  my  brother, 
was  fully  convinced  that  he  was  the  man. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  Do  you  remember  about  when  that  was  and  what 

motel  that  was,  Mr.  Trent? 
MR.  TRENT:  I  believe  it  was  the  Capitol  Park  and  that  was 

it  seems  in  April  of  1970.   There  wasn't  a  big 
crowd  there.   It  looked  like  we  were  off  to  a  poor  start,  but  he  was 
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such  an  impressive  person  that  he  made  you  want  to  get  out  and  work 
for  him.   He  asked  me  if  I  would  manage  his  campaign  in  Roane  County. 
I  agreed  to  and  when  I  came  back  to  Roane  County  they  hadn't  heard 
of  him  either.   So  I  met  with  a  group  of  4  or  5  people  that  I  knew 
and  had  worked  with  and  I  said  we  are  going  to  work  for  the  next 
governor  of  Tennessee.   So  from  this  little  nucleus  of  5  or  6  people, 
we  went  to  work  and  started  getting  some  people  lined  up. 

We  first  had  a  dinner  at  the  Holiday  Inn  for  him.   We  had  about 
70  people  there  and  this  was  the  beginning  of  his  campaign  in  Roane 
County.   The  people  were  very  impressed  with  him.   At  that  time  most 
of  the  people  had  lined  up  with  Maxey  Jarman  or  Bill  Jenkins.   Most 
of  the  prominent  politicians  were  lined  up  with  one  or  those  two  peo- 
ple.  So  it  was  real  hard  working  up  a  campaign. 

We  ran  second.   Maxey  Jarman  ran  first  here  in  the  primary  and 
we  ran  second.   I  thought  that  was  pretty  good  considering  that  we 
started  late  and  everybody  had  aligned  themselves.   They  had  gotten 
together  and  this  group  had  agreed  to  go  to  Maxey  and  another  group 
had  agreed  to  go  to  Bill  Jenkins.   Bill  Jenkins'  group  included  some 
of  our  permanent  politicians. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  I  know  it  is  a  matter  of  record,  but  approxi- 

mately what  was  the  population  of  Roane  County 
then? 

MR.  TRENT:  I  would  say  about  38,000. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  What  had  been  the  traditional  voting  pattern 
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in  terms  of  Democratic  or  Republican? 
MR.  TRENT:  It  was  Democratic  in  the  local  and  state  elec- 

tions and  usually  Republican  in  the  national 
elections.   We  kind  of  got  some  competition  going.   We  wanted  to  get 
more  votes  in  the  general  election  for  Winfield  than  Brock  got — than 
they  got  for  Senator  Brock.   So  we  did  that.   We  came  out  with  about 
400  votes  more  for  Winfield  Dunn  than  Brock  got  in  this  county.   We 
were  kind  of  competing  to  see  who  could  get  the  most  votes  for  their 
candidate. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  Now  what  experience  have  you  had  in  party 

activity  before  meeting  Winfield  Dunn  and  be- 
ing asked  to  manage  his  campaign  in  Roane  County. 

MR.  TRENT:  Well,  I've  always  been  a  Republican  and  al- 

ways attended  the  county  caucases,  but  I 
hadn't  participated  in  politics  to  any  great  extent  in  Roane  County. 
I  was  alternate  delegate  to  the  national  convention  one  year — the 
year  that  Nixon  ran. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  Nineteen  sixty? 

MR.  TRENT:  Nineteen  sixty. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  Why  did  you  decide  after  meeting  him  about  a 

half  an  hour  that  he  would  be  the  next  gover- 
nor? 

MR.  TRENT:  He  seemed  so  sincere  about  what  he  was  talking 

about.   He  was  enthusiastic  about  what  he  was 


talking  about.   He  was  likeable  and  you  wanted  to  help  him. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  What  did  he  talk  about  in  your  first  meeting? 

MR.  TRENT:  He  talked  about  his  plans  to  run  for  governor 

and  some  of  the  reasons  why  he  wanted  to  run 
and  oh  a  number  of  things.   I've  forgotten  most  of  them  now. 


When  you  returned  after  your  meeting  in  Nash- 
ville what  sort  of  people  did  you  look  for  in 


DR.  CRAWFORD: 

your  committee? 

MR.  TRENT:  Well,  I  looked  for  people  that  I  thought  that 

I  could  influence  to  go  to  work  for  him  to 
begin  with.   We  got  this  group  of  five  others  together  and  then  we 
began  looking  for  business  people  and  professional  people.   Since  he 
was  a  dentist,  we  immediately  lined  up  the  dentists  for  him.   We  got 
donations  from  dentists. 


DR.  CRAWFORD: 

about  five  people, 
MR.  TRENT: 

DR.  CRAWFORD: 

MR.  TRENT: 

DR.  CRAWFORD: 


What  size  group  did  you  end  up  with  on  your 
committee?   I  know  you  started  with  I  believe 

We  wound  up  with  about  sixty  people  working 

for  him. 

That's  a  good-sized  campaign  committee  for 

the  county. 

A  good-sized  group  and  we  were  real  pleased 

with  it. 

Did  you  feel  these  were  all  people  who  really 
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worked  and  took  part? 

Yeah,  they  were  people  that  worked  hard. 

Was  this  in  the  primary  now? 

That  was  in  the  primary,  yes. 

What  about  advertising?   Did  you  do  any  of 

that  in  Roane  County? 

Yes,  in  the  primary  due  to  the  reasons  I 

stated  awhile  ago,  that  everybody  was  aligned 
up  when  we  got  started,  it  was  kind  of  hard  to  raise  funds.  We  suf- 
fered from  a  lack  of  funds,  but  we  made  it  anyhow. 


MR.  TRENT: 
DR.  CRAWFORD: 
MR.  TRENT: 
DR.  CRAWFORD: 

MR.  TRENT: 


DR.  CRAWFORD: 


I  know  that  Bill  Jenkins  had  started  earlier 
and  so  had  Maxey  Jarman  and  Claude  Robertson 


for  that  matter. 

MR.  TRENT:  Right,  Claude  had  some  support  here. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  Who  did  you  find  most  of  the  people  supporting 

early  in  the  county? 
MR.  TRENT:  Maxey  Jarman  got  off.  .  .  well,  Bill  Jenkins 

first  got  off  to  a  good  start.   The  leading 
politicians  met  and  all  agreed  to  support  Bill  Jenkins.   Jack  Bowman 
was  supporting  Bill  Jenkins  and  Bill  Newcome.   They  called  this  meet- 
ing and  got  nearly  everybody  aligned  up  for  Jenkins.   Then  some  of 
their  group  broke  away  from  them  and  decided  they  were  going  to  sup- 
port Maxey  Jarman.   They  put  on  a  pretty  good  campaign  for  him.   They 
had  it  going  early. 


DR.  CRAWFORD:  Claude  Robertson  had  some  support,  but  rather 

limited,  I  believe  here? 
MR.  TRENT:  Yes,  Bob  Badger  was  a  schoolmate  of  his  and 

Bob  enthusiastically  joined  us  after  the  pri- 
mary, but  he  supported  Claude  during  the  primary.   Claude  didn't  get 
a  big  vote  though.   I  believe  he  ran  last. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  Let's  see,  Bill  Jenkins  ran  first  in  Roane 

County? 

No,  Maxey  Jarraan. 

Maxey  Jarman  was  first? 

Winfield,  second  and  Bill  third. 

Do  you  remember  about  how  many  votes  you  did 

get  in  the  primary  for  Winfield  Dunn? 

I've  got  it  somewhere. 

Well,  we  have  that  in  the  records.   Second 

place  was  quite  good. 

Yes,  we  were.  .  .  I  remember  that  Winfield 

got  on  TV  once  in  Nashville  and  he  said  that 
everybody  had  told  him  that  he  was  running  first  or  second.   And  if 
he  was  getting  certain  places  that  he  wasn't  running  first  he'd  set- 
tle for  second  place.   This  was  one  of  the  places  and  that  was  all 
we  had  hoped  for  was  to  run  second. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  Did  you  feel  yourself  that  Maxey  Jarman  would 

get  first  place? 


MR.  TRENT: 

DR.  CRAWFORD: 

MR.  TRENT: 

DR.  CRAWFORD: 

MR.  TRENT: 

DR.  CRAWFORD: 

MR.  TRENT: 
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MR.  TRENT:  Yes,  it  looked  very  much  like  he  would  get 

first  place  all  the  time. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  What  about  the  matter  of  advertising?   You 

did  advertising  within  the  county? 
MR.  TRENT:  Yes,  we  carried  our  own  campaign  in  the  pri- 

mary and  in  the  general  election.   We  paid 
for  everything  out  of  our  own  funds.   We  didn't  have  any  outside  help 
We  had  a  good  advertising  campaign.   Paul  Page,  the  editor  of  the 
Roane  County  News  was  a  friend  of  mine  and  he  gave  us  real  good  cov- 
erage from  the  standpoint  of  news  items.   He  did  a  good  job  for  us. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  You  relied  mainly  then  on  newspaper  advertis- 

ing for  the  county? 
And  radio. 

How  many  radio  stations  did  you  have  in  the 
county? 
We  have  two . 

Let's  see,  you  have  no  television  stations? 
No  television.   Roane  County  News  is  the  best 
advertising  source. 

Did  you  compose  your  own  ads  or  did  you  get 
material  from  headquarters  for  that? 
To  begin  with  in  the  primary,  we  composed  our 
own  ads  until  late  in  the  primary  they  got  us 
some  material  on  it.   Then  in  the  general  election  we  received  the 


MR.  TRENT: 

DR.  CRAWFORD: 

MR.  TRENT: 

DR.  CRAWFORD: 

MR.  TRENT: 

DR.  CRAWFORD: 

MR.  TRENT: 


mats  for  the  advertising.   We  bought  all  of  our  materials  for  adver- 
tising from  the  campaign  headquarters.   We  sent  a  check  in  with  our 
invoice. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  Some  counties  needed  help  and  others  managed 

to  break  even  and  some  even  came  out  ahead. 
How  was  your  county  budget?   Did  you  meet  all  your  expenses  or  did 
you.  .  . ? 
MR.  TRENT:  We  met  all  our  expenses  and  we  sent  Winfield 

$3,000,  I  believe. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  Do  you  remember  what  your  county  budget  was 

approximately? 
MR.  TRENT:  We  used,  I  believe,  about  $2,000  in  the  pri- 

mary and  over  $4,000  in  the  general  election. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  Was  money  much  easier  to  get  in  the  general 

election? 
MR.  TRENT:  Oh,  much  easier.   Yes,  we  had  another  fellow 

that  was  collecting  money  that  went  to  school 
with  Winfield,  Dr.  Lane  from  Rockwood.   He  sent  his  donation  from 
Rockwood  directly  to  Winfield.   So  we  carried  the  county's  expenses 
out  of  what  we  were  able  to  collect  besides  Rockwood. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  And  still  contributed  to  the  state! 

Did  you  rely  on  television  advertising  any? 
I  know  you  didn't  have  it  here,  but  I  know  your  people  watched  it 
from  Knoxville. 


10 


MR.  TRENT: 
DR.  CRAWFORD: 


MR.  TRENT:  No,  we  had  newspaper,  radio  and  billboards. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  How  did  you  think  your  advertising  campaign 

compared  with  that  of  the  other  candidates? 
MR.  TRENT:  We  had  more  than  they  did  in  the  general  elec- 

tion and  in  the  primary  about  equal.   I  wound 
up  spending  most  of  the  money  in  the  primary  myself  because  if  we 
needed  something  I  would  go  ahead  and  spend  it  and  then  if  we  couldn't 
make  it  up  I  would  contribute  that  much. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  So  you  ended  up  with  some  contributions  of 

your  own  for  the  campaign. 
Right. 

I  know  in  terms  of  his  personality,  you  must 
have  decided  since  he  was  unknown  in  the  county 
at  the  beginning,  but  you  were  convinced  having  met  him  that  you  need- 
ed to  get  him  before  the  people.   So  what  meetings  did  you  set  up  for 
that  purpose? 

MR.  TRENT:  We  had  a  coffee  for  him  here  at  the  office, 

one  morning  and  one  afternoon.   Then  we  had 
this  dinner  at  the  Holiday  Inn  to  get  him  started.   He  came  back  on 
one  occasion  to  speak  and  Mrs.  Dunn  came  on  one  occasion  and  spoke 
at  the  Jaycees  meeting  and  they  had  a  tea  for  her.   She  was  a  lot  of 
help  and  she  really  won  a  lot  of  people. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  She  went  a  lot  of  places  that  he  could  not  go 

of  course.   In  a  campaign  particularly  entering 


11 


as  late  as  he  did,  a  candidate  just  can't  make  all  the  places  in  all 

the  counties. 

MR.  TRENT:  Actually,  I  think  he  was  surprised  that  he  did 

as  well  as  he  did  in  Roane  County  because 
there  wasn't  a  lot  of  effort.   As  you  say,  he  had  to  make  the  larger 
places. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  Well,  you  know  there  are  only  a  few  counties 

in  the  state  with  television  which  also  tends 
to  be  those  generally  with  the  most  population.   A  candidate  just 
has  to  spend  as  much  time  as  possible  in  them,  so  I  know  it  was  a 
help  that  Mrs.  Dunn  was  able  to  come  here. 
MR.  TRENT:  Right.   She's  a  fine  speaker. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  Do  you  think  her  speaking  was  well  organized 

and  effective? 
MR.  TRENT:  Yes,  I  think  it  was.   She  would  say,  "If  Win- 

field  were  here,  he  would  say,"  or  "He  would 
want  me  to  tell  you".   I  thought  it  was  real  effective. 

She  makes  a  good  impression. 

Yes,  she  sure  does. 

Did  you  have  any  problems  in  the  campaign? 

Oh,  we  had  a  few,  you  always  do,  I  guess. 

Not  many.   After  the  primary,  everybody  joined 
in  to  help  elect  Winfield. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  What  were  you  doing  on  election  night  in  the 


DR.  CRAWFORD: 

MR.  TRENT: 

DR.  CRAWFORD: 

MR.  TRENT: 
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primary,  do  you  remember  when  the  returns  came 


in.' 


MR.  TRENT: 


We  had  a  party  at  my  house — a  celebration  par- 
ty.  Which  we  would  have  been  real  disappointed 

and  embarrassed  if  he  had  lost. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  Were  you  surprised  in  any  way  as  the  returns 

came  in? 

MR.  TRENT:  Well,  somewhat  because  early  we  were  behind 

and  then  when  Memphis  and  West  Tennessee  came 

in  and  it  gave  us  a  big  boost  so  we  knew  we  had  it  made  then. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  So  the  party  at  you  house  was  a  celebration 

after  all. 

It  was  a  real  happy  party. 

Were  you  in  touch  with  state  headquarters  any 
that  night? 

Yes,  we  were.   We  called  in  the  local  results 
to  state  headquarters.   When  the  girl  answered 

and  this  was  early,  she  said,  "Governor  Dunn's  office."   (Laughter) 


MR.  TRENT: 
DR.  CRAWFORD 

MR.  TRENT: 


DR.  CRAWFORD: 
MR.  TRENT: 
DR.  CRAWFORD: 

called? 
MR.  TRENT: 


They  were  confident  there! 

Yeah,  sure  were. 

Who  on  the  campaign  staff  did  you  work  with 

most?  Who  did  you  contact  most  often  when  you 

I  would  contact.  .  .What  was  the  girl's  name 
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that  was  his  assistant  for  a  good  while? 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  Carolyn  Weins? 

MR.  TRENT:  Carolyn  Weins.   I  talked  to  her  most. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  Did  you  contact  any  other  staff  members  in 

this  time?   I  know  the  Governor  was  often  out 
and  around  the  state. 
MR.  TRENT:  I  talked  to  Lee  Smith  and  well,  several  — the 

campaign  manager. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  Let's  see,  was  this  the  night  of  the  primary 

election  when  you  called  the  office  in  Nash- 
ville and  the  secretary  said,  "The  Governor's  office?" 
MR.  TRENT:  No,  this  was  the  general  election.   No,  I  be- 

lieve this  was  the  primary!   This  was  after 
the  primary  because  on  election  night  we  all  went  to  Nashville. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  That  was  in  the  general  election. 

MR.  TRENT:  In  the  general  election  we  went  to  Nashville 

and  called  in  the  primary.   We  went  to  Nash- 
ville to  the  Holiday  Inn  on  election  night. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  Now  after  the  primary  was  over,  what  changes 

did  you  notice  in  the  campaign?   I  know  head- 
quarters moved  from  Memphis  to  Nashville  and  the  advertising  agency 
changed  and  new  people  came  in.   How  did  it  seem  from  Roane  County? 
MR.  TRENT:  I  think  everything  went  smoothly.   I  didn't 

notice  any  problems.   The  last  two  weeks  of 
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the  general  election  someone  was  calling  twice  a  day  from  headquarters, 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  From  Nashville  down  here? 

MR.  TRENT:  Yeah,  reminding  us  what  our  goal  was  and  asking 

us  what  we  were  doing  and  checking  up.   I  mean 
they  were  really  on  the  ball. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  Do  you  remember  who  was  doing  the  calling 

then? 
MR.  TRENT:  Different  ones.   I'd  hear  from  three  or  four 

different  ones. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  What  changes  did  you  make  in  the  county  after 

the  primary  election  when  you  went  into  the 
general? 
MR.  TRENT:  Well,  we  met  with  the  supporters  of  the  other 

candidates  and  did  some  talking  and  kind  of 
got  the  groundwork  laid  for  them  to  come  into  the  Dunn  campaign. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  What  did  you  do  to  bring  them  into  the  Dunn 

campaign?   I  know  you  always  have  that  problem 
after  a  primary  when  you  have  been  supporting  different  candidates 
and  you  need  to  unite  behind  one. 
MR.  TRENT:  Well,  it  wasn't  really  hard  after  he  had  won 

the  nomination  everybody  seemed  to  be  ready 
to  go,  party  loyalty  and  so  forth.   We  had  some  few  that  wanted  to 
take  over  and  manage  the  campaign  themselves.   I  understand  this  was 
general  throughout  the  state  because  in  many  of  the  counties,  Win- 
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field  was  using  new  people  like  he  was  here. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  I  believe  in  some  counties  the  older  or  well 

the  more  experienced  party  professionals  who 

had  supported  someone  else  in  the  primary  felt  they  should  run  things 

at  that  time. 

MR.  TRENT:  That's  right  and  I  was  approached  about  this. 

I  told  them  "no"  that  I  was  not  going  to  step 

aside.   I  had  gone  this  far  and  unless  Winfield  took  me  out  I  would 

continue.   I  heard  of  it  happening  in  other  places.   One  thing  that 

everybody  appreciated  and  went  on  and  worked  harder  for  was  that 

Winfield  stood  his  ground.   He  said,  "These  were  my  people  and  they 

are  going  to  stay  on." 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  I  think  that  gives  a  good  deal  of  strength  to 

a  campaign  when  a  candidate  stands  by  his 

supporters,  as  a  general  rule,  but  not  about  this  one  specifically. 

MR.  TRENT:  I  do  too. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  But  you  were  able  to  bring  in  the  different 

supporters  of  Maxey  Jarman,  Bill  Jenkins  and 

Claude  Robertson? 

MR.  TRENT:  It  wasn't  a  big  problem. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  Did  you  change  your  advertising  of  your  is- 

sues or  your  planning  in  any  way  as  you 

moved  from  the  primary  to  the  general  election? 

MR.  TRENT:  Yes,  our  campaign  then  was  to  get  Democratic 
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votes  as  well  as  Republican  votes  so  our  ad- 
vertising was  approached  a  little  bit  different.  We  picked  up  con- 
siderable Democrat  votes. 


DR.  CRAWFORD 
MR.  TRENT: 
DR.  CRAWFORD 


MR.  TRENT: 


Why  do  you  feel  you  did  that? 
We  had  some  leading  Democrats  here. 
Why  do  you  think  some  of  the  Democrats  turned 
to  the  support  of  Winfield  Dunn  here? 
I  think  it  was  the  same  reason  that  I  did, 
they  were  attracted  by  his  enthusiasm  and  sin- 
cerity and  personality  and  wanted  a  change.   We  had  some  leading 
Democrats  here  that  contributed  to  the  campaign  and  worked  in  his 
election  that  had  never  supported  the  Republicans,  such  as  Charlie 
Scott  and  Mayor  Lane  in  Rockwood.   He  was  one  of  the  co-managers. 
Those  are  permanent  Democrats  and  there  were  many  more.   I  have  a 
list  somewhere,  but  those  are  some  I  recall. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  It  was  not  usual  for  them  to  support  a  Repub- 

lican candidate. 

I  never  knew  of  them  to  support  a  Republican. 
They  must  really  have  been  impressed  by  Win- 
field  Dunn  personally  or  have  had  differences 
with  the  Democratic  candidate. 
MR.  TRENT:  That's  the  only  reason  I  know.   They  were  at 

the  same  time  scared  of  John  J.  Hooker.   They 
didn't  trust  him  and  it  was  easy  for  them  to  be  attracted  by  Dunn. 


MR.  TRENT: 
DR.  CRAWFORD: 


17 


MR.  TRENT: 


DR.  CRAWFORD: 


DR.  CRAWFORD:  Now  let's  see  in  the  general  election  do  you 

remember  how  the  voting  went? 

Yes,  it  was  2300  for  Winfield  and  1900  for 

Hooker. 

Considering  that  the  state  usually  had  gone 

for  a  Democratic  candidate  in  the  state  elec- 
tion, that  seemed  very  good. 
MR.  TRENT:  Yeah.   I  don't  guess  a  Republican  candidate 

had  ever  carried  Roane  County  before. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  How  much  was  he  able  to  get  back  into  Roane 

County  after  the  primary? 
MR.  TRENT:  I  believe  he  was  here  only  once.   He  was  in 

neighboring  counties.  He  was  at  Spring  City 
once  on  the  lake  and  he  was  in  Knoxville  and  we  would  get  together. 
We  got  together  a  group  of  about  100  for  each  one  of  those. 


DR.  CRAWFORD: 

being  here? 
MR.  TRENT: 
DR.  CRAWFORD: 

MR.  TRENT: 
DR.  CRAWFORD: 


So  you  would  be  taking  the  closer  supporters 
to  rallies  in  other  places  as  well  as  just 

Right. 

I'm  sure  that  was  an  opportunity  for  the  work- 
ers to  meet  him  and  others. 
Right. 

And  you  noticed  that  your  contributions  in- 
creased then  after  the  primary. 
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MR.  TRENT:  Yes,  it  was  easy  to  get  contributions.   We  had 

a  highway  patrolman  who  was  afraid  of  losing 

his  job  that  went  out  and  made  us  up  $1,000. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  And  I  believe  the  policy  was  generally  not  to 

fire  government  employees  anyway  as  long  as 

they  were  doing  their  work  well. 

MR.  TRENT:  That  turned  out  to  be  the  policy.   It  caused 

some  criticism  among  the  Republicans  and 

helped  among  Democrats,  I  think. 


DR.  CRAWEORD: 

MR.  TRENT: 

DR.  CRAWEORD: 

MR.  TRENT: 

DR.  CRAWEORD: 

MR.  TRENT: 

DR.  CRAWEORD: 

MR.  TRENT: 

DR.  CRAWFORD: 


Well,  let's  see  you  went  to  Nashville  at  the 

general  election,  didn't  you? 

Yes. 

To  the  Holiday  Inn/Vanderbilt  Motel? 

That's  right. 

How  many  people  did  you  take  from  the  county? 

Who  went  up  with  you? 

There  was  15  or  20  that  went  down.   There 

were  about  4  cars,  I  think. 

Did  you  stay  up  there  that  night  or  did  you 

come  back? 

We  stayed  up  there.   That  was  some  crowded 

room! 

The  reports  were  coming  in  fairly  early  that 

night.   Of  course,  you  had  the  West  Tennessee 
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reports  last  of  all. 
MR.  TRENT: 
DR.  CRAWFORD: 
MR.  TRENT: 

DR.  CRAWFORD: 
MR.  TRENT: 
DR.  CRAWFORD: 

MR.  TRENT: 
DR.  CRAWFORD: 
MR.  TRENT: 

would  say,  "Winfield 
DR.  CRAWFORD: 
MR.  TRENT: 
DR.  CRAWFORD: 

MR.  TRENT: 

lot  of  people  that  I 
DR.  CRAWFORD: 


That's  right. 

Were  you  surprised  in  any  way  at  the  outcome? 

No,  I  felt  very  sure  about  it.   I  felt  like 

we  had  a  winner  all  the  way  through. 

All  the  way  from  the  beginning? 

From  the  beginning. 

Many  people  developed  the  feeling  somewhere 

toward  the  end  of  the  campaign. 

Right. 

But  you  anticipated  it  early. 

Some  of  them  didn't  think  we  had  a  chance  to 

begin  with.   In  this  part  of  the  country  they 
who"? 

Well,  they  found  out  who. 

Yeah. 

Did  you  meet  many  people  from  other  parts  of 

the  state  when  you  were  up  there  election  day? 

Yes,  I  did.   I  met  a  lot  of  people.   During 

the  campaign  I  made  a  lot  of  friends  and  met  a 
had  never  known  before. 

I  suppose  you  know  more  people  around  the 

state  now  as  a  result  of  working  in  the  cam- 


paign. 
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MR.  TRENT:  I  sure  do.   It  was  an  interesting  experience, 

but  it  was  hard  work.   I  never  dreamed  that 
you  could  get  into  a  thing  and  put  that  much  time  and  effort. 


You  gave  a  great  deal  of  your  own  time,  I  be- 
lieve. 

I  sure  did — about  six  months.   My  commissions 
suffered  during  that  time.   I  enjoyed  it. 
I  think  that  was  the  general  experience  of 
people  who  worked  in  it. 

I  lost  money  in  the  real  estate  business  during 
the  time  I  was  spending  for  him. 
For  your  work  involved  being  here  and  seeing 
people. 
And  selling! 

What  did  you  do  to  close  out  the  campaign  af- 
ter election  day?   Where  were  your  headquar- 


DR.  CRAWFORD: 

MR.  TRENT: 

DR.  CRAWFORD: 

MR.  TRENT: 

DR.  CRAWFORD: 

MR.  TRENT: 
DR.  CRAWFORD: 

ters? 

MR.  TRENT:  Dr.  Morefield  gave  us  a  building  down  here 

that  we  used.   A  real  nice  building  right  in 

the  center  of  town.   We  had  a  good  headquarters  and  we  also  had  a 

headquarters  in  Rockwood  and  one  in  Harriman.   The  main  headquarters 

was  in  Kingston  across  from  the  courthouse. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  How  did  you  operate  them?   Did  you  hire  peo- 

ple to  be  on  hand  generally  throughout  the  day 
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to  do  telephoning  and  so  forth  or  did  you  keep  an  office  staff? 
MR.  TRENT:  We  hired  people  during  the  general  election, 

but  during  the  primary  people  donated  their 
services  because  we  didn't  have  the  money.   We  finally  hired  two  em- 
ployees I  believe  full  time  and  then  others  came  in  and  volunteered 
and  did  telephoning.   We  made  up  a  list  of  all  the  voters  in  Roane 
County  and  how  they  voted  in  four  previous  primaries.   This  was  a  lot 
of  help  to  us. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  How  did  you  prepare  this  voter  list? 

MR.  TRENT:  We  went  to  the  courthouse  and  we  hired  these 

workers  to  do  it  in  longhand  from  the  regis- 
trar's records.  I  still  have  the  set.   We  made  four  sets.   I  still 
have  one  set  of  those  records. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  So  you  knew  a  good  deal  about  the  voting  pos- 

sibilities here. 
MR.  TRENT:  I  knew  whether  they  had  been  voting  Republican 

or  Democratic  or  whether  or  not  they  had  missed 
any  of  the  elections  and  we  also  used  this  for  our  mailing  list. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  What  else  did  you  do  after  the  general  election 

when  you  came  back  from  Nashville  and  closed 
your  headquarters  and  so  forth? 
MR.  TRENT:  Well,  I  don't  recall. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  Were  you  in  touch  with  the  candidate  or  any 

people  on  his  staff  say  till  the  rest  of  Novem- 
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Yes,  we  corresponded  with  some  of  the  staff 

people  in  November  and  December. 

Did  you  go  to  the  inaugural? 

Yes,  I  did.   We  took  40  people.   We  had  20 

rooms  at  the  Holiday  Inn.   We  had  quite  a  nice 


ber  or  December? 
MR.  TRENT: 

DR.  CRAWFORD: 
MR.  TRENT: 

affair! 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  I  remember  that  well.   Yes,  it  was  quite  an 

occasion.   There  were  people  there  from  all 
over  the  state  although  I  believe  primarily  from  East  Tennessee  and 
West  Tennessee. 

What  impressions  did  you  have  about  the  administration  as  it  was 
developing  by  then? 
MR.  TRENT:  Well,  I  think  everybody  was  well  pleased.   We 

got  off  to  a  good  start.   There  was  trust  and 
people  believed  that  he  was  doing  a  good  job  and  still  do.   We  hear 
today  that:  "Well,  that  makes  Winfield  look  good,  what  we  are  having 
now. " 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  Yes,  there  are  those  who  feel  that  may  help 

the  public  forget  some  of  the  problems  that 
he  had  while  he  was  in  office. 
MR.  TRENT:  Winfield  was  up  here  soon  after  he  was  elected 

to  open  the  Roane  State  Community  College. 
That  was  finished  under  his  administration  and  he  was  there  for  the 
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opening  ceremony.   He  was  also  back  again  for  when  we  opened  Inter- 
state 40.   We  had  a  rock  slide  problem  there  and  the  earth  was  giving 
away  and  it  looked  like  we  weren't  going  to  get  the  Interstate  opened 
for  a  good  while.   This  was  one  of  the  big  things  that  happened  dur- 
ing his  administration  here  was  the  opening  of  Roane  State  Community 
College  and  the  opening  of  Interstate  40  through  Rockwood  Mountain. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  Had  Roane  State  Community  College  received 

general  support  in  the  county? 
MR.  TRENT:  Yes,  it  had.   We  got  credit  for  when  we  re- 

duced the  employees  in  the  state  and  we  had  a 
reduction  in  the  Highway  Department  and  that  made  us  a  little  unpopu- 
lar in  places  when  you  start  cutting  back.   We  cut  back  18  employees. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  In  the  county? 

MR.  TRENT:  In  the  county  shortly  after  the  election.   We 

had  to  overcome  that. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  How,  in  general,  do  you  believe  the  public  re- 

acted to  the  Dunn  Administration  in  Roane 
County? 
MR.  TRENT:  I  think  they  were  well  pleased.   They  believed 

that  their  government  was  in  good  hands  and 
that  he  was  honest,  straightforward.   Even  though  some  of  them  dis- 
agreed with  him  about  the  college  and  the  prison  and  the  highway,  I 
think  they  were  of  the  opinion  that  he  was  sincere  and  was  trying  to 
do  what  was  best  for  the  people  even  the  people  that  disagreed  with 
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You  feel  he  was  still  popular  in  the  county 
when  he  went  out  of  office? 

Yes,  he  was  popular  in  Roane  County.   These 
three  items  that  I  mentioned  didn't  affect 


him. 

DR.  CRAWFORD: 

MR.  TRENT: 

Roane  County. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  The  medical  school,  11-W  and  the  Morristown 

prison? 

MR.  TRENT:  Right.   So  I  would  say  that  he  is  more  popu- 

lar in  Roane  County  today  than  he  was,  or  as 

popular  or  more  so  than  he  was  during  his  tenure  of  office. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  People  had  time  to  appreciate  a  little  more 

since  he  had  been  out  of  office? 

MR.  TRENT:  Right.   What  we  have  got  now  makes  him  look 

good! 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  Well,  time  gives  perspective  perhaps  to  the 

way  people  feel  about  something.   Were  there 

any  unsolved  needs  or  any  particular  issues  the  people  in  Roane  Coun- 
ty wanted  but  had  difficulty  with  when  he  was  governor? 

MR.  TRENT:  Well,  they  wanted  an  exchange  at  Rockwood. 

We've  never  been  able  to  get  one  and  still 

haven't  gotten  one.   It's  the  only  town  of  any  size  I  understood  on 

Interstate  40  that  doesn't  have  an  Interstate  exchange. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  Well,  you  know  that's  true.   That  did  not  come 
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through  under  either  administration.   Do  you 
know  why  it  hasn't? 

MR.  TRENT:  It's  a  bad  place  for  an  exchange  and  I  doubt 

if  it  is  greatly  needed  because  the  Harriman 
exchange  is  about  the  same  distance  as  the  Rockwood  exchange  would 
be  and  much  better  access. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  From  Rockwood? 

MR.  TRENT:  From  Harriman.   If  they  had  an  exchange  in 

Rockwood,  the  road  from  the  exchange  to  Rock- 
wood would  have  to  be  rebuilt.   It  would  be  real  expensive  coming 
through  the  mountains.   I  doubt  if  it  was  practical  to  build  an  ex- 
change there.   And  I  still  don't  believe  it  would  be  practical. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  Was  there  much  resentment  on  the  part  of  peo- 

ple about  not  getting  one? 
MR.  TRENT:  Well,  they  weren't  too  disappointed  because 

they  hadn't  gotten  it  before  and  they  haven't 
gotten  it  since,  but  that  was  one  of  the  things  that  they  were  asking 
for  and  the  only  thing  that  Rockwood  in  particular  was  asking  for. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  Is  the  largest  town  in  Roane  County  Kingston? 

MR.  TRENT:  Harriman,  in  the  city  limits,  but  Kingston  has 

more  telephones.   But  we  are  scattered  up  and 
down  the  lakes  and  a  lot  of  our  subdivisions  are  outside  the  city. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  So,  your  three  larger  towns  are  Kingston,  Har- 

riman and  Rockwood? 
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Right. 

What's  the  major  economic  interest  in  the  coun- 
ty? 

The  major  economic  interest  from  the  standpoint 
of  the  governor? 

No,  say  from  employment  and  income  produced. 
Our  major  industry  of  course  is  Oak  Ridge. 
More  people  work  in  Oak  Ridge  than  anywhere, 
and  steel  works  in  Rockwood. 

What  contact  did  you  have  with  the  administra- 
tion after  the  inaugural? 

We  were  satisfied.   We  had  access  to  the  gov- 
ernor every  time  we  asked  for  it. 
Did  you  find  the  administration  accessible? 
Yes,  it  was  accessible.   They  would  listen  to 
you  even  if  they  didn't  do  everything  you  wanted 


MR.  TRENT: 
DR.  CRAWFORD: 

MR.  TRENT: 

DR.  CRAWFORD: 
MR.  TRENT: 

At  TVA  Steam  plant 
DR.  CRAWFORD: 

MR.  TRENT: 

DR.  CRAWFORD: 
MR.  TRENT: 

them  to. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  Did  you  have  any  recommendations  for  the  Gover- 

nor during  his  4  years  of  office? 
I  don't  recall  any  specific  projects  that  we 
worked  on — mostly  it  was  just  things  in  general. 
How  would  you  evaluate  the  Dunn  administration 
compared  with  the  others  that  you've  seen  Mr. 

Trent?   I  know  you  have  seen  a  number  of  them  come  and  go  over  the 


MR.  TRENT: 


DR.  CRAWFORD: 
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years  r 

MR.  TRENT:  Well,  I  think  it  was  better  than  the  others 

I  think  the  people  were  well-satisfied  with 
this  administration.   They  believed  that  he  wasn't  wasting  money. 
They  believed  that  he  was  trying  to  do  the  best  he  could. 


DR.  CRAWFORD; 

MR.  TRENT: 
DR.  CRAWFORD: 


Are  there  any  other  parts  you  would  like  to 

add  to  the  account? 

I  can't  think  of  any. 

Thank  you,  Mr.  Trent  very  much,  it  has  been 

a  very  complete  account  of  the  campaign  in 


Roane  County. 
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